
Research Paper 
 

 

A research paper is like a treasure map that explorers use to find 

hidden knowledge. It's a special kind of writing where curious minds like 

yours get to investigate exciting questions and share what they discover 

with others. Just think of it as a quest for answers! In a research paper, 

you'll pick a topic that interests you, learn everything you can about it, and 

then tell the world what you found. It's like being a detective or a scientist, 

searching for clues and sharing your amazing findings with everyone who 

wants to know. So, get ready to put on your explorer's hat, because writing 

a research paper is your ticket to an incredible adventure of learning and 

sharing what you've learned with others.  

 

Where to start?: 

Selecting the right topic for your research paper is like choosing a 

fascinating adventure to embark on. To pick a topic that truly captivates 

your interest, follow your curiosity. Think about the things that make you 

wonder or the things you've always wanted to know more about. Maybe 

you're curious about outer space, dinosaurs, amazing animals, or even 

cool science experiments you've seen. Your topic can be something as 

simple as "How do plants grow?" or something as exciting as "What 

happens in a volcano?" The key is to find something that makes you say, "I 

want to learn more about that!" It's like picking your favorite book or movie - 

choose something that excites you, and your research paper journey will be 

a thrilling one. 

 

Additionally, if you have a teacher guiding your research paper, it's a good 

idea to ask for their advice and make sure the topic fits your grade level 

and the assignment's goals. Your teacher can be like a wise explorer 

helping you choose the best path for your adventure. So, whether it's 

exploring the depths of the ocean, the mysteries of the human body, or the 

wonders of history, the choice is yours, and your research paper will be 

your map to a world of knowledge. 



 

Guidelines: 

Writing a science research paper can be an exciting learning experience. 

Here are some general guidelines to help students through the process: 

 

1. **Select a Topic:** 

   - Choose a topic that interests you. It could be a specific animal, plant, a 

scientific concept, or even an experiment. 

 

2. **Research:** 

   - Gather information from books, websites, and other reliable sources. 

Use age-appropriate resources. 

 

3. **Thesis Statement:** 

   - State a clear and simple thesis statement. What is the main idea of your 

research? 

 

4. **Outline:** 

   - Create an outline with sections for introduction, background, methods, 

results, and conclusion. 

 

5. **Introduction:** 

   - Start with a captivating introduction that explains the importance of your 

topic and your research question. 

 

6. **Background Information:** 

   - Provide basic information about the topic to help your readers 

understand it better. 

 

7. **Methods:** 

   - Explain how you conducted your research or experiment. Be specific 

and include materials used. 

 

8. **Results:** 



   - Share the outcomes of your experiment or research using clear and 

simple language. Use charts, diagrams, or images if possible. 

 

9. **Discussion:** 

   - Analyze your results and discuss what they mean. Were your 

predictions correct? Why or why not? 

 

10. **Conclusion:** 

    - Summarize the main points of your paper and restate your thesis. 

 

11. **Citations:** 

    - Include a bibliography or a list of sources you used. Show where you 

found your information. 

 

12. **Proofread and Edit:** 

    - Check your paper for spelling and grammar errors. Make sure your 

sentences are clear and concise. 

 

13. **Peer Review:** 

    - Ask a teacher, parent, or classmate to review your paper and provide 

feedback. 

 

14. **Stay Curious:** 

    - Continue to ask questions and explore the world around you. Science 

is about curiosity and discovery. 

 

Resources: 

Finding good resources and using them effectively is like gathering the right 

tools for your adventure and using them wisely. When you're on a quest for 

knowledge through a research paper, it's important to choose your 

resources carefully. Start by visiting the library or using trusted websites, 

books, and magazines. Make sure the sources you pick are from experts or 

trusted organizations, like scientists, universities, or educational websites. 



These sources are like reliable guides who've been on similar adventures 

and can help you on your journey. 

 

Once you've collected your resources, it's time to use them in your paper. 

Think of each source as a piece of a puzzle. You'll need to share what 

you've learned from these sources in your own words. It's not about 

copying everything you find; it's about understanding and explaining the 

information in a way that makes sense to you and your readers. If you use 

someone else's words or ideas, be sure to give them credit by mentioning 

the source, just like giving credit to a fellow explorer for sharing their map. 

This way, your research paper will be a well-crafted tale of your adventure, 

filled with knowledge from trusted guides. So, gather your resources like a 

seasoned explorer and use them to tell your exciting story of discovery! 

 

Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism is like taking someone else's treasure and claiming it as your 

own. It's when you use someone else's words, ideas, or work without giving 

them credit. Imagine if you were on a grand adventure and found a hidden 

chest of gold, but then told everyone that you discovered it when someone 

else did all the hard work. Plagiarism is a bit like that, except with words 

and ideas. It's not fair to the original creator who worked to share their 

knowledge or creativity. Plagiarism can happen unintentionally if you forget 

to give credit or don't use your own words to explain what you've learned. 

So, in your research paper and all your adventures in learning, always be 

honest, give credit to the real explorers, and use your own words to share 

your discoveries. That way, you'll be an honorable adventurer on your 

journey of knowledge! 

 

Plagiarism is like a rule that explorers should never break on their quest for 

knowledge. It's not allowed because it's not fair to the creators of the ideas 

and words you might want to use in your research. When you use someone 

else's work without giving them credit, it's like taking credit for their 

discoveries. Just like how you wouldn't take someone else's treasure and 

say it's yours, you shouldn't take someone else's words or ideas and 



pretend they're yours. Plagiarism is a serious no-no in the world of learning 

and research. It's important to always be honest, give credit where it's due, 

and use your own words and creativity to share what you've learned. That 

way, your research papers and your adventures in learning will be full of 

integrity, and you'll be known as a respectful and ethical explorer of 

knowledge. If any plagiarism is used in your paper points will be taken off. 

 

Grading: 

Criteria Excellent 
(4) 

Good (3) Satisfactor
y (2) 

Needs 
Improveme
nt (1) 

Below 
Expectatio
ns (0) 

Content Information 
is clear, 
accurate, 
and 
thorough. 
Idea are 
well 
developed 
and 
presented 
logically 

Information 
is mostly 
clear and 
accurate. 
Ideas are 
mostly 
developed 
and logically 
presented. 

Information 
is somewhat 
unclear and 
may contain 
minor 
inaccuracies
. Ideas are 
underdevelo
ped and not 
always 
logically 
presented 

Information 
is unclear or 
contains 
significant 
inaccuracies
. Ideas are 
underdevelo
ped and not 
logically 
presented. 

Little or no 
information 
is present. 
Ideas are 
unclear or 
absent. 

Organization Paper has 
a clear 
introductio
n, body, 
and 
conclusion. 
Sections 
flow 
smoothly 
with 
appropriate 
transitions. 

Paper has 
an 
introduction, 
body, and 
conclusion. 
Sections 
have some 
flow and 
transitions. 

Paper has 
an 
introduction, 
body, and 
conclusion, 
but flow and 
transitions 
are lacking. 

Paper lacks 
a clear 
structure, 
and sections 
do not 
connect 
well. 

Paper lacks 
a clear 
structure 
and 
conference. 

Language 
and Style 

Writing is 
engaging, 
age-
appropriate
, and free 

Writing is 
mostly 
engaging 
and age-
appropriate, 

Writing is 
basic and 
may contain 
noticeable 
errors. 

Writing is 
difficult to 
understand 
and 
contains 

Writing is 
unclear and 
contains 
numerous 
errors. 



from 
errors. A 
variety of 
vocabulary 
is used. 

with few 
errors. 
Some 
vocabulary 
variety is 
present 

Limited 
vocabulary 
is used. 

frequent 
errors. 
Limited 
vocabulary 
is used. 

Limited or 
no 
vocabulary 
variety is 
used. 

Use of 
Sources 

Properly 
cites 
sources 
with clear 
attribution. 
Integrates 
information 
from 
multiple 
sources 
effectively. 

Properly 
cites 
sources with 
attribution. 
Integrates 
information 
from 
multiple 
sources. 

Cites 
sources but 
with minor 
errors in 
attribution. 
Integrates 
information 
from some 
sources 

Cites 
sources with 
significant 
errors in 
attribution. 
Limited 
integration 
of 
information 
from 
sources. 

Fails to cite 
sources 
properly. 
Little or no 
integration 
of 
information 
from 
sources. 

Presentation Neat, well-
organized 
and 
visually 
appealing. 
May 
include 
appropriate 
visuals. 

Neat and 
organized 
with minor 
presentation 
issues. May 
include 
visuals. 

Somewhat 
neat and 
organized 
but with 
noticeable 
presentation 
issues. May 
or may not 
include 
visuals. 

Messy or 
disorganize
d. Lacks 
presentation 
elements. 

Unreadable 
or 
disorganize
d. Lacks 
presentation 
elements. 

Following 
Guidelines 

Follows all 
guidelines 
and 
instructions
. 

Mostly 
follows 
guidelines 
and 
instructions. 

Somewhat 
follows 
guidelines 
and 
instructions. 

Deviates 
from 
guidelines 
and 
instructions. 

Does not 
follow 
guidelines 
and 
instructions. 

Overall 
Score 

Exceeds 
Expectatio
ns 

Meets 
Expectation
s 

Approaches 
Expectation
s 

Needs 
Improvemen
t 

Below 
Expectation
s 

 

 

 


